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County Legislator David Tubiolo, left, with State Sen. Alessandra Biaggi and Fleetwood 
Neighborhood Association President Mike Justino.

City Councilmembers John Rubbo, left, and Anthony Merante want a 0 percent tax increase 
this year.

By Dan Murphy 
Yonkers Democratic Party Chairman Tom 

Meier said he believes “the future of politics 
in Yonkers is with he democratic party.” His 
analysis is correctly based on enrollment fig-
ures, which show democrats continuing to in-
crease their numbers to the point of making it 
very difficult, or impossible, for a republican to 
win citywide office.BOL Republican Minority 

Leader John Testa is retiring, giving democrats 
a better than even chance of picking up that first 
district seat, which includes Peekskill, Cortlandt 
and parts of Yorktown. 

Another republican seat is in the 14th dis-
trict, which includes parts of Yonkers and Mt. 
Vernon, currently represented by republican 
Legislator David Tubiolo. This district is ru-

By Dan Murphy 
Right now, there are not four votes on 

the Yonkers City Council for Mayor Mike 
Spano’s proposed budget for fiscal year 2020, 
which starts July 1. Spano has proposed a 
$1.15 billion spending plan that includes a 
3.93 property tax increase and $32 million 

more in education funding, but a $12 million 
hole in the Yonkers Public Schools budget re-
mains. 

The three republican councilmembers 
are not supportive of the 3.93 percent tax in-
crease, especially after last year’s budget had 

The History of Changing 
Parties in Yonkers 

Councilmembers Want to 
Lower Proposed Tax Hike  

Merante & Rubbo Want 0% tax increase
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L to R: AFT President Randi Weingarten, presidential candidate Sen. Amy Klobuchar, YFT 
President Samantha Rosado-Ciriello, and Marc Pekowsky.

L-R: Coach Rob Scaringella, MVP Sabrina Iacovetta and Assistant Coach Mat Longo.

Sacred Heart H.S. Valedictorian Liana Acevedo, left, and Salutatorian Karl Muller.

There’s something for everyone at Arts Weekend – murals, exhibits, and kite-flying!

By Dan Murphy
The first of two dozen 2020 Democratic 

presidential hopefuls came to Westchester last 
week, with Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar vis-
iting the county’s largest city, Yonkers. Klobu-
char’s visit was part of a teachers’ union event to 
tour local schools and to underscore the need to 
rebuild the nation’s crumbling schools.

Klobuchar, who was joined by American 

Federation of Teachers President Randi Wein-
garten, visited Gorton High School in Yonkers, 
perhaps the oldest operating high school in 
Westchester, built more than 100 years ago.

“This is an incredible community, and the 
spirit of those kids is something I will take with 
me as I campaign across the country,” she said. 
“This is a school run by great people and great 

The Yonkers High School Lady Bulldogs, 
coached by Rob Scaringella and assistant Mat 
Longo, captured the 2019 Yonkers City Soft-
ball Tournament by defeating Yonkers Montes-
sori Academy in a classic 13-12. 

The Lady Bulldogs raced out to a 5-0 lead 
before YMA rallied to take an 8-6 lead after 5. 

In the top of the 6th, Yonkers H.S. went ahead 
10-8, and added three insurance runs in the 7th 
to take a 13-8 lead. YMA staged a furious rally 
and had the tying run on third with two outs, 
but Yonkers held on to claim the title. 

The tournament MVP was Sabrina Iacov-
etta.

Congratulations to the 2019 valedictorian 
and salutatorian from Sacred Heart High School 
in Yonkers. This year’s valedictorian is Liana 
Acevedo, who will graduate with a grade-point 
average of 101.446. 

Liana, who said “I’m honored to be the 
valedictorian of Sacred Heart High School’s 

graduating Class of 2019,” most enjoyed chem-
istry and pre-calculus at Sacred Heart. 

“The teacher that has inspired me the most 
is my science teacher, Mr. Christopher Ward,” 
she said. “He taught me chemistry in my sopho-
more year, and now I am currently in his college-

The City of Yonkers will host its sixth an-
nual Yonkers Arts Weekend, a celebration of 
the thriving and diverse arts community in the 

City of Yonkers, on Saturday and Sunday, May 
18 and 19.

2020 Prez Campaign 
Comes to Yonkers

Lady Bulldogs Win 2019 
City Softball Tournament

Sacred Heart High School 
Proud of Val & Sal 

Yonkers Arts Weekend is Here!
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By Phil Foley
On May 7, Gorton High School won the 

Yonkers City Baseball Tournament as it defeated 
Yonkers High School 4-1 in a game played at 
Sullivan’s Oval Field. It was the first city cham-
pionship in tournament play in Gorton’s history. 

Coach Spike Demartino said he is extremely 
proud of his team. On the year, the Wolves are 
9-9; they have lost five games by a margin of one 
run.

Gorton pitcher Steve Hilario was the star of 
the game and named Most Valuable Play of the 
tournament. He pitched a solid game by striking 
out 10 Bulldogs, and also contributed with an 
RBI single.  

Also hitting in the clutch for the Wolves 
was Carlos Espinal, who chipped in with a 2-run 
double. 

Good luck to all Yonkers teams on the rest 
of the season!

Groundwork Hudson Valley’s Science 
Barge opened May 11 with a larger-than-life cel-
ebration to commemorate the 11th anniversary of 
the Science Barge calling the Yonkers waterfront 
home, as well as almost $1 million in enhance-
ments completed over the past two years.

The grand opening kicked off with a ribbon 
cutting and by recognizing those who have made 
a major contribution to the innovative educa-
tional programming and energy systems on the 
Science Barge, and the organization honored the 
retirement of Captain Bob Walters for his many 
accomplishments as the director of the Science 
Barge. 

The 2019 Science Barge grand opening fes-
tivities had something for everyone: attendees 
swayed to live music from The Greenheart band 
while enjoying delicious bites from a variety of 
food trucks featuring coal-fired pizza and ice 
cream, as well as brownies from La Piñata Bak-
ery; children and adults played with Big Foot, the 
tortoise, and other live animals from the Green-
burgh Nature Center; Fidelis Care provided face 
painting artists; and visitors were able to learn 
about and play with beneficial bugs – or take a 
ride on a Lime Bike.

Speakers included U.S. Sen. Kirstin Gil-
librand’s Hudson Valley Regional Director Lisa 
Hofflich, Congressman Eliot Engel, State Senate 
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, West-
chester County Legislator MaryJane Shimsky, 
Yonkers City Council President Mike Khader, 
and State Department of Environmental Conser-
vation Hudson River Estuary Coordinator Fran 
Dunwell. 

Groundwork Hudson Valley Executive Di-
rector Brigitte Griswold shared her excitement 
about the new and improved barge renovations. 
Groundwork Hudson Valley’s Director of Educa-
tion, Jennifer Sloan shared her personal reflec-
tions about working with recently retired Captain 
Walters and, finally, Walters shared fond memo-
ries of more than 20 years working on the Hud-
son River and 10 years working as the Science 
Barge director.

Other elected officials who attended the 
event to support the Science Barge opening were 
Yonkers City Councilman and Majority Leader 
Michael Sabatino, Councilmen Anthony Merante 
and John Rubbo, along with Councilwoman Sha-
nae Williams. 

“Each season, the Science Barge educates 
and delights residents near and far on the impor-

tance of our environment and how we can do our 
part to keep it sustainable,” said Yonkers Mayor 
Mike Spano. “Thank you to Groundwork Hudson 
Valley for their continued investment in Yonkers 
and to our community. We wish them continued 
success.”

Among the many sponsors of the Science 
Barge is Domino Sugar.  

“Domino Sugar supports the work of the 
Science Barge because our company is commit-
ted to providing meaningful learning experiences 
within the S.T.E.M. curriculum,” said Matt Shue, 
ASR Group-Domino plant manager. “The Sci-
ence Barge presents a unique learning environ-
ment where science and the environment inter-
sect.”

The Science Barge is located at 99 Dock St., 
Yonkers. For information about booking a school 
or community group, call 914-375-2151 or visit 
groundworkhv.org.

The Science Barge is one-of-a-kind. Float-
ing in the beautiful Hudson River, the Science 
Barge is an environmental education center that 
runs on energy generated by solar panels, wind 
turbines and biofuels, and is irrigated solely by 
collected rainwater and purified river water – 
thus, operating completely “off the grid.” The 
Science Barge produces an abundance of fresh 
produce, including tomatoes, melons, peppers, 
eggplant and lettuce, with zero net carbon emis-
sions, zero pesticides and zero runoff.

Over the past two years, year, the Science 
Barge has undergone extensive renovations and 
enhancements totaling almost $1 million in in-
vestments from the State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, the New NY Bridge Proj-
ect, NOAA, Sound Associates, Jerry Blackstone 
and Con Edison. In addition to maintenance 
renovations such as new reinforced steel on the 
underside of the barge, it also now touts a sustain-
able toilet, an aeroponic growing system, and a 
new gangway.

The Science Barge is open for weekday 
educational programs and field trips for schools, 
camps, and other groups through the beginning 
of November. Programs run from one to three 
hours and cost between $250 and $525. It is cur-
rently scheduling educational programs for the 
summer and fall. The Science Barge is free to the 
public on weekends from noon to 6 p.m. through 
the beginning of November, offering children’s 
activities, tours of the energy and growing sys-
tems, planting, crafts, crabbing and more!

Gorton Baseball Wins 
First Yonkers Tournament 

Hundreds Celebrate Opening 
Of GWHV Science Barge

The Gorton High School baseball team are city champions.

Photo by Donna Davis. Young visitors to the Science Barge join Mayor Mike Spano, Con-
gressman Eliot Engel and other officials to cut the ribbon for another year.

Some of the unsung heroes in Yonkers, and 
in any community, are our nurses who help de-
liver health care services to all of us every day. 
On May 8, East Yonkers Kiwanis honored Yon-
kers area nurses at its 10th annual Nurse Appre-
ciation Awards and Dinner at The Riverview.

The chairperson of this event every year 
has been Annette Volino. “We honor outstand-
ing nurses serving our community at hospitals, 
schools, and other facilities for their unique 
sense of dedication,” she said.

This year’s honorees were RNs Saly 
Mathew, Tina Franceschini, Alice Thomas, 
Phyllis Lombardi, Maria Rivera, Rafaela Jaco, 

Alba Rodriguez, Danielle Veli and Raymund 
Solis. 

East Kiwanis President Brandon Neider 
welcomed the honorees, elected officials and 
friends and families of the nurses honored. 
Board member Alan Kravath led the audience in 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and Kiwanis Bronx-
Westchester Lt. Gov. John Bartunek also made 
remarks. 

Councilwoman Corazon Pineda-Isaac, 
Mayor Mike Spano, City Council President 
Mike Khader and City Council Majority Leader 
Michael Sabatino also attended, and joined in 
thanking our nurses.

L-R: Mayor Mike Spano, Councilwoman Corazon Pineda-Isaac, Dr. Ron Volino, Annette Vo-
lino, Brandon Neider, Council President Mike Khader, and Council Majority Leader Michael

Sabatino.

Photos by Donna Davis. Annette Volino, far left, chairwoman of the Nurse Appreciation 
Awards; and Brandon Neider, far right, East Kiwanis president; with this year’s nurse honor-

ees.

East Yonkers Kiwanis 
Honors Nurses 
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By Eric W. Schoen
I’m in Stamford, 

Conn., last Saturday at 
Marshall’s. They have 
my protein bars at an 
excellent price. I buy a 
box. I pay for the box 
and the cashier hands 
it to me with a receipt. 
“Can I have a plastic 
bag?” I ask. “Sorry, sir, 
Stamford has an ordi-
nance against plastic 
bags. You will have to 
take it like this.” 

Want a paper bag? 
10 cents! 

Que Sera, Sera.
I go to Target in 

Stamford and use the 
self-checkout aisle. 
The first question the 
self-checkout machine 
asks me is how many bags I brought with 
me. What? Then it asks me how many Target 
paper shopping bags I would like to buy. Are 
you kidding me? How many people are just 
taking the bags readily available at the self-
checkout and not paying for them? If I was 
a merchant I would be concerned about theft 
from people bringing so many bags into the 
grocery store! 

Que Sera, Sera.
It’s press time, May 15. The temperature 

is 48 degrees. I’m freezing. We are all freez-
ing. But the sun is out. The Weather Channel 
says warmer weather is upon us, every day, in 
the high 60s. With a chance of rain every day. 
Will we ever get a string of weather in the 70s 
without rain, like it’s supposed to be May 15? 
What happened to “April showers bring May 
flowers?”

Que Sera, Sera.
The City of Yonkers holds a budget 

hearing on the city budget at Saunders High 
School, with the Board of Education includ-
ed. The superintendent of schools is threaten-
ing layoffs. He is down $17 million. 

There are only a dozen people who attend 
the hearing. Are folks so jaded that they don’t 
believe there will be cuts and that the full bud-
get will be funded? Do they care? Are they 
tired of the charades the city goes through ev-
ery year? How many times can you cry wolf? 

Que Sera, Sera.
The Journal News makes a big announce-

ment of the nominations for awards for high 
school musicals this year, and there is not 
one nomination of Yonkers Public Schools. 
Almost every high school in Westchester 
nominates a production for consideration. 
YPS hasn’t had a musical production in many 
years. What fun I had playing Officer Krupke 
at Yonkers High School in 1978!

Que Sera, Sera.
The 50th anniversary of Woodstock is 

coming up this summer. Bands, location – ev-
erything is all set. Then all of a sudden one of 
the financiers pulls out. Will there be a Wood-
stock celebration this year? Will Route 17 be 
clogged for miles with participants leaving 
their cars and walking to the festival site? 

Que Sera, Sera.

The number of ba-
bies born in the U.S. in 
2018 fell to the lowest 
level in 32 years, ac-
cording to a government 
report. The numbers are 
part of a decades-long 
trend toward fewer 
and fewer babies being 
born each year – which 
means we’re getting 
further away from the 
possibility of having 
enough children to re-
place ourselves, accord-
ing to the report from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Que Sera, Sera.
Texas and Boston 

are voted America’s 
sexiest accents, while 
Long Island and New 

Jersey come in dead last! I love my New York 
accent. So do people around the world when 
I travel. 

Que Sera, Sera.
Getting ready for your summer travel? 

Do you feel safe with all that’s coming out 
about the Federal Aviation Administration and 
Boeing? Will we fit into smaller and smaller 
seats? How much more will we have to pay 
for baggage we bring on board or the gifts we 
bring home? 

Que Sera, Sera.
A Mother’s newborn is taken away from 

her after testing positive for drugs after eating 
a poppyseed bagel. Yes, we’ve all heard that 
those poppy seed bagels – my favorite – can 
cause false positives on drug tests. Thank God 
mother and child are safe and resting at home! 

Que Sera, Sera.
Former Congressman Anthony Weiner is 

released from prison and the halfway house 
that he was living in after serving time for his 
bad behavior, sexting an “relations” with an 
underage child. Did he really say he “hopes to 
lead a life of integrity and service?”

Que Sera, Sera.
A study says Whole Foods prices on av-

erage are 39 percent higher than Walmart. As 
if we didn’t know that. And we can’t even get 
a Target or a Walmart in Yonkers, the fourth- 
or third-largest city (depending on who you 
talk to) in New York State! 

Well, some things are funny. Some things 
are sad. Let’s cue up our beloved Doris Day 
who passed away this week at the age of 97. 
(And don’t forget funny man Tim Conway, 
gone at age 85!)

Que será, será
Whatever will be, will be
The future’s not ours to see
Que será, será
What will be, will be
Reach Eric Schoen at thistooisyonkers@

aol.com. Follow him on Twitter @ericyon-
kers. Listen to Eric Schoen and Dan Murphy 
on the Westchester Rising Radio Show on 
Thursdays from 10 to 11 a.m. on WVOX 1460 
AM, go to WVOX.com and click the arrow 
to listen to the live stream or download the 
WVOX app from the App Store free of charge. 
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Que Sera, Sera, 
Whatever Will Be, Will Be 

Eric Schoen
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YPIE Opens College Zone 
In Downtown Yonkers

Yonkers Partners in Education officially 
opened its new YPIE College Zone, a state-of-
the art after-school learning space that brings to-
gether hundreds of Yonkers public high school 
students each week to learn, be inspired, and be 
part of a community on the path to college suc-
cess.

Mayor Mike Spano, Yonkers Public 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Edwin Quezada, 
and State Sen. Shelley Mayer joined the ribbon-
cutting event May 9, along with representatives 
from the Office of State Sen. and Democratic 
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Im-
pact100 Westchester, and MGM Resorts Inter-
national.

Twelfth-grade student Citlalli Rojas shared 
her experience being part of YPIE during high 
school and her plans to attend Trinity College in 

the fall. She joined many other YPIE students to 
give tours of the new space and present exam-
ples of the college readiness work that happens 
at the YPIE College Zone.

The YPIE College Zone provides a rigor-
ous extended learning day for ninth- through 
12th-grade students who participate in the YPIE 
Scholars Program, with an emphasis on social, 
emotional and academic skill sets, and support 
from YPIE staff and volunteer mentors from 
around Westchester.  

As Yonkers Rising continues to highlight 
the hard work and academic achievement of this 
year’s valedictorians and salutatorians, many 
of these young Yonkers men and women have 
thanked YPIE for helping them get into the col-
lege of their choice and better prepare them for 
their futures. Learn more at ypie.org.

YPIE officials and staff join with State Sen. Shelley Mayer, Councilwomen Corazon Pineda-
Isaac and Shane Williams, City Council Majority Leader Michael Sabatino and Councilman 

John Rubbo for the opening of the new College Zone.

Learn About Financial Fraud
In an effort to protect local businesses 

and their clients from the perils of fraud and 
data theft, Tompkins Mahopac Bank is host-
ing “A Discussion on Financial Fraud” on 
Wednesday, May 27 at 5:30 p.m. at its Boyce 
Thompson branch, 1086 N. Broadway, Yon-
kers. While there is no cost to attend the in-
formative talk, space is limited and an RSVP 
is required by May 17. Interested parties can 
contact Manny Correia at mcorreia@tomp-
kinsfinancial.com or 914-375-4004, to re-
serve a seat.

“Nothing is more disruptive to a business 
and its customers than having its identity, or 

confidential information, stolen or compro-
mised,” said Tompkins Mahopac Bank Vice 
President of Cash Management Steve Alfano, 
who will deliver the talk. “This is a great 
chance for business owners, leaders and those 
in charge of financial security to learn more 
about the risks and how to prevent having an 
issue to begin with. We look forward to shar-
ing real-life scenarios and strategies that al-
low our business customers to put aside fear, 
protect their companies, and focus on growing 
their businesses in the Hudson Valley region.”

More information is available at www.
mahopacbank.com.

The community is invited to celebrate the 
sixth annual Yonkers Arts Weekend and explore 
remarkable artwork throughout the city. Put on 
your game face, too, because Game Night in the 
Daylighting is here.

“We are thrilled to partner with our inspir-
ing neighborhood artists to celebrate YAW 2019 
and also kick off our Game Night in the Day-
lighting three-part series,” said Jaime Martinez, 
Yonkers Downtown Business Improvement 
District executive director. “Game Night in the 
Daylighting is an opportunity to play and have 
fun, listen to some great music and get ready for 
the weekend.”

YAW 2019 will include the 16th annual 
Yoho Open Studio event, Hudson River muse-
um, several downtown art galleries and pop-up 
venues. Hundreds of local, regional and inter-
national creatives will converge on Yonkers to 
showcase a wide spectrum of pieces – including 
photographs, paintings, sculptures, films, new 
media and music. 

The two-day festival is scheduled Saturday 
and Sunday, May 18 and 19. The City of Yon-
kers will provide free shuttle bus service from 
noon to 5 p.m., starting across from the Yonkers 
Train Station to transport visitors to various 
YAW 2019 venues.

Game Night in the Daylighting will take 
place Fridays, May 17 and 24, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
at Daylighting Park 3-New Park on the corner 
of Nepean Avenue and New Main Street. Bring 
your family to this free event and spend the eve-
ning listening to a live DJ, playing giant yard 
games with friends, and dancing until dusk. 
With kid-friendly activities like face-painting, 
chalk and bubbles onsite, children are welcome 
to attend. 

“There’s so much happening in Downtown 
Yonkers this spring,” said Mayor Mike Spano. 
“We are all happy spring is finally here – get out 
and enjoy it! Come join us.”

For more information on happenings this 
May, visit www.YonkersDowntown.com.

Celebrate Fridays this May 
In Downtown Yonkers

Send your letters and opinions to us at dmurphy@risingmediagroup.com 
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Letters to the Editor
An Open Letter to 

Yonkers City Councilmembers

Yonkers Fire Dept. is  
‘EMS Agency of the Year’

London Reyes on Primary 
Ballot for County Board

The Westchester Regional EMS Council 
will honor the City of Yonkers Fire Department 
as “EMS Agency of the Year” during its 46th 
annual EMS Awards. The honor recognizes an 
agency that strives for consistency in EMS ex-
cellence and exhibits exemplary performance 
when providing prehospital emergency medical 
care. 

“It is an honor to see our fi re department re-
ceive this award from the Westchester Regional 
EMS Council and be recognized along with so 
many other surrounding communities within 
Westchester County,” said Mayor Mike Spano. 
“The EMS Agency of the Year Award is a testa-
ment to the hard work of our brave and skilled 
Yonkers Fire Department. More importantly, it 
validates the continued support the city provides 
in improving our fi re department, including on-
going training that benefi ts our fi refi ghters and 

the residents of Yonkers.”
“It is a testament to the tremendous work 

our fi refi ghters and fi re offi cers perform day-in 
and day-out, answering the call for those citi-
zens in need,” added Fire Commissioner Robert 
Sweeney. “Our members are highly trained and 
maintain very high standards when delivering 
medical care to the citizenry of Yonkers. I con-
gratulate each and every member on their com-
mitment to public safety.”

The Regional EMS Council and its pro-
gram agency, the Westchester County Depart-
ment of Emergency Services, are responsible for 
overseeing and coordinating EMS operations, as 
per New York State Public Health Law in the 
County of Westchester. Westchester Regional 
EMS Council will present the Yonkers Fire De-
partment with the honor during a May 23 cer-
emony.

Community activist London Reyes’ name 
will appear on the ballot for the Democratic 
Party line for Westchester County legislator in 
the 17th District, it was recently confi rmed by 
Westchester County Board of Elections.

Reyes thanked the close to 1,200 voters 
who signed his petitions to get on the ballot. 
“It was an amazing experience to see so many 
people energized about the democratic process,” 
he said. 

The candidate submitted more than three 
times the amount of required signatures. His op-
ponent, in a long-shot attempt, challenged his 

signatures, but the Board of Elections ruled in 
favor of Reyes.

The Democratic Primary election is only 
one month away. 

If elected, Reyes said he will continue to 
expand on the relationships that he’s been build-
ing with the people in the community for the last 
16 years. “They need to know that when I’m in 
offi ce, I will give them a seat at the table,” he 
said. “So, it’s important for everyone to come 
out and vote, let your voices be heard Tuesday, 
June 25 for change. We deserve better. More im-
portantly, you deserve better.”

Last year I asked City Council President 
Khader to look into having these hearings pe-
riodically re-run on Cablevision Channel 78. 
The vetting and passage of the City of Yonkers 
budget is the most important function of the 
City Council and, yet, there is no opportunity 
for those who have missed the live hearings to 
see them at another time. There are many con-
stituents who don’t have the ability to record 
these meetings and may be more “old school” 
when it comes to their video options, and this 

would be an opportunity to be a part of the pro-
cess.  

Right now, Channel 78 repeatedly loops 
the same ribbon cuttings, groundbreaking cere-
monies, and other “feel good” activities, which 
is all well and good, but to not do the same for 
these critical budget hearings is inexcusable.

I would appreciate your comments in this 
regard.
Joan Gronowski
Former City Councilwoman 
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Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz makes a purchase at a legal pot store in Massachu-
setts.

By Dan Murphy
As the State Legislature and Gov. An-

drew Cuomo delay their decision on whether 
to legalize the sale of marijuana in the Empire 
State, New Yorkers are not waiting for their 
decision. Instead they are traveling across the 
border to Massachusetts to purchase pot, edi-
bles, and other varieties of cannabis in retail 
stores. 

The argument by some groups in New 
York opposed to legalizing marijuana – that 
legalization will have detrimental  health, pub-
lic safety and societal impacts – is weakened 
if thousands of New Yorkers can travel by car 
for about an hour to fi nd a state, and a location, 
that sells legal pot. 

Under Massachusetts law, New Yorkers 
age 21 and older can buy legal weed, extracts 
and edibles at their dispensaries, even though 
pot’s still illegal in New York. And records 
show that more than 25,000 New Yorkers have 
traveled to buy pot in Massachusetts at several 
locations, the closest one being in Great Bar-
rington, at Theory Wellness, which is less than 
two-hour drive from Westchester. 

Half of the customers to Theory Wellness 
are from New York. Several New Yorkers in-
terviewed at the store indicated they made the 
trip because of the quality of the product, the 
different products available, and the fact that 
the pot and pot products sold legally are tested. 

Massachusetts charges a 17 percent tax 
on all pot sales, and local governments add 
on another 3 percent tax. Estimates have the 
state collecting $200 million in sales tax on 
more than $1 billion in sales from marijuana 
dispensaries. 

Ten other states have legalized marijuana, 
with New York to become the 11th state if the 
governor, the Senate and Assembly can agree 
on a law by the end of June. If they don’t agree, 
then pot will remain illegal in New York until 
2020. 

Under Massachusetts law, dispensaries 
can sell up to 1 ounce of marijuana daily to 
customers 21 years or older. New Yorkers 
traveling from one of two nearby dispensaries 
across the border in Massachusetts (the other 
location near the border is in Pittsfi eld) must 
realize that possession of marijuana is illegal 
in New York and is still considered a Schedule 
1 narcotic by the federal government. 

Those traveling with marijuana purchased 
legally in Massachusetts should obey all traf-
fi c laws, drive safely, and wait until you get 
home to use what you purchased. New York 
State police and sheriffs located on the border 
are not pulling over vehicles randomly for sus-
picion of buying pot in Massachusetts. 

Under current New York law, possession 
of less than 25 grams of marijuana (just under 
1 ounce) is a violation punishable by a fi ne of 
up to $100. Possession of between 25 grams 
and 2 ounces is a misdemeanor. Many district 
attorneys in New York State are no longer 
prosecuting marijuana possession for small 
amounts. 

Westchester District Attorney Anthony 
Scarpino has stopped prosecution for the pos-
session of small amounts of marijuana, less 
than 25 grams. Scarpino, in his comments 
about the change by his offi ce, pointed to the 
other argument in the debate over legalizing 
marijuana – the uneven prosecution of per-
sons of color for marijuana possession. Scar-
pino said the changes are “illustrations of our 
commitment to a fairer system of justice that 
works for every member of our community, no 
matter where they live, the color of their skin, 
or the amount in their wallets.”

According to data collected by the Massa-
chusetts dispensaries, half of their customers 
are between the ages of 25 and 47, with two 

times more men purchasing than women, and 
their locations in New York vary from James-
town near Buffalo, to  Massena to Brooklyn. 

Cuomo, who proposed the legalization 
and sale of marijuana, said after the budget 
agreement did not include legal pot: “The po-
litical desire is there, I believe we will get it 
done… It is complicated to come up with a 
program that does it and protects public safety, 
and does economic empowerment for com-
munities that have paid the price. And the best 
way to do it was not in the race of the budget. 
And that is nothing new – we’ve been talking 
about it for weeks. But that’s the one item on 
the list that we did not get to yet.”

Theory Wellness CEO Brandon Pollock 
said “product variety” is the reason New York-
ers are buying at his stores by the thousands. 
“You can’t have anywhere near as extensive a 
menu when you’re getting it delivered in New 
York City. We have tons of products that are a 
draw – you can get a little fl ower, a pre-roll, a 
vaporizer, and an edible.”

What does the interest by New Yorkers 
and by customers all over the Northeast in his 
store point to? “It shows that people all over 
the country, not just Massachusetts, consume 
cannabis and they want to purchase it from 
a regulated store where they can get a safe, 
tested, known product,” said Pollock, who 
predicted that federal legalization is coming in 
the next two to four years.

While state legislators and the governor 
decide on legalization in New York, the sale 
of marijuana can be restricted in Westchester 
if county government decides to “opt-out” of 
permitting the sale of pot, or if the City of Yon-
kers also decides to do so. Several other local 
towns and villages are also debating whether 
to restrict the locations in their community 
where marijuana can be sold if it is legalized 
by the state. 

County Executive George Latimer is tak-
ing a wait-and-see approach for now. “We 
need to wait and see what becomes law, and 
in what form,” he said, when asked earlier this 
year. “The issue is being intensely debated in 
the community at large with both pro and con 
arguments… Should the measure pass this 
year, and should a county opt-out provision be 
included in the law, our administration and the 
Board of Legislators will meet to determine 
how to handle our role in the matter. Until 
then, we welcome all opinions and arguments 
on either side, as befi ts our policy of inclusion 
of all public input.”

Several local chapters of national organi-
zations like N.O.R.M.L. and the Westchester 
Coalition for Police Reform continue to advo-
cate for legalization. Other groups like Smart 
Approaches to Marijuana New York have pre-
sented a coalition of medical professions, ad-
diction treatment specialists, parents and con-
cerned New Yorkers to try and put the brakes 
on legalization efforts in Albany. 

Their efforts appear to have worked in the 
short term, with legalization not included in 
the state budget bill as originally requested by 
the governor.  

“As you well know, states that have wel-
comed commercial weed have seen signifi cant 
impacts on public health and safety, underper-
formance in tax revenue and little meaningful 
social justice reforms,” said SAM-NY’s Bob 
Driscoll. “Counties across New York, in-
cluding neighboring counties of Putnam and 
Rockland, have already expressed opposition 
to commercial pot sales in their communities 
and lobbying by Big Marijuana continues to 
increase the likelihood that the state’s market 
would be dominated by an industry with a his-
tory of victimizing low-income and minority 
communities.”

New Yorkers Flocking 
To Mass. to Buy Pot 

View your favorite paper online! ... 
log on to risingmediagroup.com



By Mary Hoar
President Emerita, Yonkers 
Historical Society 

Monday, May 20  
May 20, 1943: Private First Class Joseph 

Dominick, in London on his fi rst furlough, stayed 
at the American Red Cross Washington Club and 
ran into seven men from Yonkers while sitting in 
the club. The fi rst person he met was classmate 
Sgt. Samuel Hayward; the second was his next-
door neighbor Cpl. John Coogan.

May 20, 1944: Dorothea Genzlinger, sec-
retary of the “Don’t Talk Committee,” began a 
campaign for equality of men and women’s shops. 
Most Yonkers beauty shops had this slogan promi-
nently displayed: “Protect your men, the enemy 
balk. Abandon all your careless talk.” Apparently, 
not one men’s shop had the slogan anywhere in 
sight. Genzlinger complained at the committee 
meeting, “…the same sticker should go on mirrors 
in barber shops – and certainly in bars!” Appar-
ently, the men on the committee thought women’s 
shops needed a “little extra attention.”

Tuesday, May 21  
May 21, 1907: Yonkers Civil War veterans 

announced their claim to the “youngest soldier 
yet,” with the release of the name of George Hen-
drickson, who was only 14 when he enlisted in 
Yonkers. He signed up to fi ght Sept. 3, 1862.

May 21, 1941: Because of pending congres-
sional legislation, Brigadier Gen. Ames Brown, 
NYS selective service director, directed Yonkers 
Draft Boards to postpone inducting men with for-
mer service in the Navy, Marine Corps or Coast 
Guard. Brown said any men who served at least 
three years in the Army had to register, but were 
not liable for training during peacetime; the cur-
rent law had not granted the exemption to the men 
in the other services. Any man with previous ser-
vice already inducted would be discharged from 
the Army. 

Wednesday, May 22  
May 22, 1916: The Yonkers Health Depart-

ment declared the portion of the Nepperhan River 
between Lake and Roberts Avenues unsanitary, 
and announced that owners of property in that sec-
tion would be held liable for polluting the stream 
with trash.

May 22, 1923: Police offi cers from the First, 
Third and Fourth Precincts manned a 24-hour 
watch on the Yonkers waterfront. New York City 
police warned our police force that a 60-foot rum-
runner with a large cargo of liquor was headed 
up the river toward Yonkers. The fast boat was a 
member of a squadron of rumrunners that carried 
their cargo just off the mainland.

May 22, 1933: Federal authorities went on 
the hunt for fugitive beer baron and public enemy 
Dutch Schultz in Yonkers. Schultz had been hid-
ing in a “palatial” Tuckahoe residence just before 
being picked up by the feds.

Thursday, May 23  
May 23, 1927: The City of Yonkers Common 

Council honored American pilot Captain Charles 
Lindbergh by naming a street after him in a new 
development in Crestwood Gardens.

May 23, 1930: An old tree on the north side 
of Valentine Lane, thought to be the oldest land-
mark in Yonkers, was pulled to the ground with 
ropes by a Department of Public Works crew as 
a safety measure. According to Yonkers legend, 
Gen. George Washington and his staff assembled 
under the big chestnut tree to develop their plan of 
action against a possible attack by British Troops 
camped at the foot of the Palisades across from 
Yonkers.

May 23, 1946: Charles Schnall of Hemlock 
Road, chairman of the UJA Drive, was touched 
by the donation of the Guild Social Club at the 
Guild for the Jewish Blind on Stratton Street. The 
residents, with limited incomes, joined together to 
contribute $10 – a considerable sacrifi ce – to do 
their part to help displaced Jews.

Friday, May 24  
May 24, 1930: The Smith Carpet Company 

strongly denied that it planned to close its Yonkers 
plant, even though business was down. 

May 24, 1937: Ignoring a ruling by the New 
York Court of Appeals holding Yonkers’ famous 

anti-shorts ordinance invalid, Ninth Ward Alder-
man William Slater announced that he would in-
troduce a new law banning “wearers of the offend-
ing type of garments” from the streets of Yonkers.

May 24, 1945: British offi cials revealed that 
thousands of feet of pipeline had been made in a 
secret factory on the Yonkers waterfront, part of 
Phelps Dodge Copper Products Corporation. The 
company’s workforce, both at headquarters and 
the plant, had no idea of the importance of their 
work. The British government asked the Army en-
gineers to provide 140 miles of pipe to protect the 
fuel lines on the bottom of the English Channel.  

After being approached April 1944 to make 
a portion of the needed pipe, Phelps Dodge Presi-
dent Wylie Brown realized the company did not 
have the facilities to make such long lengths of 
the pipe. He agreed to build a new factory and 
buy needed equipment with government money 
and selected the site at the Habirshaw Division in 
Yonkers. 

Less than three months after construction be-
gan, the company delivered its fi rst lengths of the 
pipeline July 5; the fi nal delivery was made Sept. 
16. In all, the Yonkers plant supplied 64 miles of 
the total needed, with the largest piece, a pipe 40 
miles long and weighting 3,300 tons, created in 
Yonkers.  

Saturday, May 25  
May 25, 1922: Yonkers began the biggest 

celebration in its history, the celebration of its 50th 
anniversary of its founding as a city. Religious ex-
ercises were held in every synagogue in the city, 
while other denominations held religious services 
on their day of worship. Programs were held every 
day, with the largest planned for Memorial Day 
and June 3.

May 25, 1936: Yonkers resident Walter 
Weinert was chosen to fi ll the newly created posi-
tion of New York State director of recreation for 
the WPA.

May 25, 1939: Matthew Kelly, chairman of 
the Municipal Housing Authority, buried a pick in 
the Sixth Ward to start the construction of the $3.3 
million low-cost housing development.

Sunday, May 26  
May 26, 1652: Yonkers became a Dutch col-

ony; Adriaen van der Donck was granted power to 
bequeath his lands.

May 26, 1907: The Board of Police Commis-
sioners reported that since the motorcycle patrol 
was started 12 months earlier, Offi cers Van Steen-
bergh and King arrested 158 speeding violators. 
All but three were found guilty of exceeding the 
12-mile-an-hour speed limit in Yonkers.

May 26, 1928: Roads through the new $1 
million plaza just east of the Yonkers central train 
station opened for traffi c.

For more information on the Yonkers His-
torical Society, Sherwood House and upcoming 
events, visit Facebook @YonkersHistoric. For in-
formation on membership in YHS, call 914-961-
8940 or email yhsociety@aol.com. 
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On Th is Day in 
Yonkers History…

Dutch Schultz, the mobster and beer baron, 
has an interesting history in Yonkers.

In the wake of the horrible shooting recently 
that took the life of Lori Kaye-Gilbert and injured 
three at the Chabad of Poway in California, on 
the last day of Passover, Chabad of Yonkers wel-
comed residents and elected offi cials May 3 to 
an evening of unity, solidarity and prayer at the 
synagogue, where Shabbat candles were lit to 
bring extra light to Yonkers, and to stand together 
as a community.

“Our hearts are shattered by the cold-blood-
ed attack on our brothers and sisters – Jews of 
all walks of life gathered at Chabad-Lubavitch of 
Poway in celebration and prayer to the Almighty 
on Shabbat and the fi nal day of Passover,” said 
Mendy Hurwitz, rabbi of Chabad of Yonkers. 
“We mourn the holy soul of Lori Gilbert-Kaye, 

and we pray for the healing of all the injured.”
Standing in front of the synagogue’s ark 

containing the holy Torah scrolls, speakers 
shared words of prayer, comfort and healing, and 
a call to action.

“With the passing of Lori Kaye, the world 
became darker,” said Hurwitz. “We can only 
respond to darkness by adding in light.” People 
were asked “on this Shabbat, go to your Chabad 
or local synagogue. Bring a friend and encourage 
others to #ShareShabbat,” said Hurwitz. 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem 
Schneerson, asked people to know that just as a 
little bit of light pushes away a lot of darkness, 
so, too, in these times, we must do acts of good-
ness and kindness.

Yonkers Jewish Community 
Responds to Chabad Shooting

OUR BUS IS  
YOUR BEST BET.

Schedule and pricing are determined by the bus company that operates independently of Schedule and pricing are determined by the bus company that operates independently of Schedule and pricing are determined by the bus company that operates independently of 
Mohegan Sun. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. To receive Mohegan Sun. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. To receive Mohegan Sun. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age or older. To receive 
a casino bonus package, passengers must have a Momentum card or be able to sign up a casino bonus package, passengers must have a Momentum card or be able to sign up a casino bonus package, passengers must have a Momentum card or be able to sign up 
for a Momentum card on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the Bus for a Momentum card on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the Bus for a Momentum card on day of travel. Proper identification required. Please visit the Bus 
Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comMarketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comMarketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.com

BEST BET.

Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comMarketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comMarketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.com

Why Drive?
For Information Call:  

DATTCO 
1.800.229.4879

Visit
www.dattco.com  

for service and pickup  
locations.

Why not extend your stay?  
Visit mymohegansun.com 
to view your hotel rates.

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE!
$20 Food/Free Buffet, Retail or Free Bet  
and Two $10 Free Bets

MAY 25TH & 26TH

www.hudsonberkshirewinefestival.com

THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT

Columbia Co. Fairgrounds, Chatham, NY
AWARD-WINNING WINERIES, DISTILLERIES 

AND CIDERIES FROM NY AND MA
Information & tickets available on-line at:Special weekend events include:  Craft Beverage 

Samplings & Seminars, Gourmet Foods, 
Specialty Crafts, ‘Family Friendly’ Events

Dear Editor: 
Please forgive the back-and-forth regarding 

my rebuttals to Mr. Maffei concerning his last let-
ter, but the letter was beyond a non-sequitur. It 
was glaring with the ignorance unfortunately we 
all have become accustomed to see with people 
of offi cer Maffei’s ilk. He totally ignores the 
facts  of the case that I have delineated several 
times. He shows that he certainly is not qualifi ed 
to evaluate in any kind of objective manner the 
circumstances regarding the parole of Anthony 
Curtis Blanks.

Maffei says he did not know Arthur DeMat-
tee, yet he knew that he drew his gun for good 
reason. That makes no sense at all outside of the 

inherent bias that Maffei demonstrates in looking 
at this case. Then Maffei sounds, at the very least, 
incredulous when he says that Offi cer DeMatte 
was on the ground begging for his life when Mr. 
Blanks shot him. 

Once again, a denial by Maffei of the facts. 
The forensic evidence specifi cally said at trial that 
DeMatte lunged toward Blanks at the time of the 
shooting, so how could he be on the ground ? You, 
Offi cer Maffei, are a disgrace to your badge and 
you certainly would be laughed out of any hearing 
that requested an objective evaluation of the facts 
of any scenario – especially one as tragic as this.
Clifford Jackson
Larchmont

Photo by Robert Kalfus. (L-R) Yonkers Council President Mike Khader, State Sen. Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins, Chabad of Yonkers Rabbi Mendy Hurwitz, Assemblyman Nader Sayegh, 

former Yonkers Council President Chuck Lesnick (representing Gov. Andrew Cuomo), Yon-
kers Councilwoman Shanae Williams, Euthimios Theotokatos from the mayor’s offi ce, and 

Yonkers City Council Majority Leader Michael Sabatino.

The University of Minnesota is examining the effects of an educational 
program to support family members with a loved one in a care facility. It will 
be led by a trained coach. Learn more about participating in this free study  
by contacting Professor Joe Gaugler at 612.626.2485 or gaug0015@umn.edu.

Do you have a family member with  
memory loss who lives in a care facility?

Visit http://z.umn.edu/transitionmodule to learn more
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Notice of formation of Hans 
Cadek Architecture, PLLC 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/18/2019. Office lo-
cation: Westchester. The 
street address is: 63 Shel-
ley Avenue Port Chester, NY 
10573. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process served to: Hans 
Cadek Architecture, 63 Shel-
ley Avenue Port Chester NY 
10573. Purpose: any lawful 
act.

#7068 05/03 – 06/07 

Notice of formation of  
Au+O4 Gold & Oxygen, 
LLC filed with the SSNY on 
03/08/19. Office: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
65 Burnside Drive, Hastings 
On Hudson, NY 10706. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of iTe-
achUGrow LLC. Arts. of 
.Org. Filed with SSNY on 
3/25/2019. Office: West-
chester County. SSNY 
designated agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Troya Barghen-
Hewlett, c/o iTeachUGrow 
LLC, 40 Lincoln Avenue, Apt. 
3E, Pelham, NY 10803. Pur-
pose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of EM-
POWER VICTORY, LLC.  
filed with the SSNY on 
08/28/2017. Office: West-
chester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to the 
LLC, P.O.BOX 661, YON-
KERS, NY 10702. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Volcy 
Transportation LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
April 15, 2019. Office: West-
chester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 53 CRESCENT AVE 
NEW ROCHELLE, NEW 
YORK, 10801. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES  
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furni-
ture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, com-
ics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-
654-1683.   

DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce pa-
pers prepared. Only one signature required. Poor 
person Application included if applicable. Separa-
tion agreements. Custody and support petitions. 
518-274-0380

VIRgINIA SEASIDE LOTS - Build the 
home of your dreams! South of Ocean City near 
state line, spectacular lots in exclusive develop-
ment near NASA facing Chincoteague Island. 
New development with paved roads, utilities, pool 
and dock. Great climate, low taxes and Assateague 
National Seashore beaches nearby. Priced $29,900 
to $79,900 with financing. Call (757) 824-6289 or 
website: oldemillpointe.com

JOB OPPORTUNITY - $18.50 P/H NYC   
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY If you cur-
rently care for your relatives or friends who have 
Medicaid or Medicare, you may be eligible to start 
working for them as a personal assistant. No Cer-
tificates needed.  (347)462-2610  (347)565-6200

LUNg CANCER? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 866- 951-9073 for Information. No 
Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

VIAgRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

AFFORDABLE NEW SIDINg! Beautify 
your home! Save on monthly energy bills with 
beautiful NEW SIDING from 1800 Remodel! Up 
to 18 months no interest. Restrictions apply 855-
773-1675

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring & seated showers. Call 
for a free in-home consultation: 888-657-9488.

EARTHLINk HIgH SPEED INTERNET. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 months.) 

Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-855-970-1623

gET DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand  
(w/SELECT All Included Package.) PLUS Stream 
on Up to FIVE Screens Simultaneously at No Ad-
ditional Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families find senior living. Our trusted, 
local advisors help find solutions to your unique 
needs at no cost to you. Call: 1-800-404-8852

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD 
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. 1-800-943-0838

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNO-
SIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Removal, Data 
Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-
home repair/On-line solutions . $20 OFF ANY 
SERVICE! 844-892-3990

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB 
per second speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Un-
limited Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855977-
7198

DONATE YOUR CAR to Wheels For Wish-
es, benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free towing 
and your donation is 100% tax deductible. Call 
(914) 468-4999 Today!

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here - Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. Fi-
nancial aid for qualified students. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM for free information 866-296-
7094.

kILL BED BUgS! Buy Harris Sprays, 
Traps, Kits, Mattress Covers. DETECT, KILL, 
PREVENT Available: Hardware Stores, The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

PRIVACY HEDgES -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now $75 Beauti-
ful,  Nursery Grown. FREE Installation/FREE 
delivery, Limited Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-
5361367 www.lowcosttreefarm.com

Classifieds

Notice of formation of ICE 
Cold Performing Arts, LLC. 
Filed with SSNY on 1/18/19.  
Office location: Westchester 
County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to Mansa Gory, 
21 Rich Avenue Suite 4L, 
Mount Vernon, New York 
10550. Purpose: any lawful 
act of activity.

#7065 04/12 – 05/17

Notice of Formation of No-
tify Owner LLC Art. Of Org. 
filed with SSNY on 4/2/2019. 
County Westchester. SSNY 
is designated agent of LLC 
to whom process be served. 
SSNY may mail a copy of 
any process to The LLC at 1 
Askins Place, New Rochelle, 
NY 10801. 
Any lawful purpose. 

#7066 04/12/ - 05/17

NOTICE OF FORMATION of 
Westchester Watermains & 
Sewers LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with the Sec-
retary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 1/5/17  Location: 
Westchester. SSNY desig-
nated as agent for service 
of process on LLC. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: Westchester Watermains 
& Sewers, 291 Crescent Pl., 
Yonkers, NY 10704  Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

#7067 04/19 – 05/24

Notice of formation of Brand 
Yourself Ministries, LLC, 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 3/14/2019. Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as the agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY  shall 
mail copy of process to Rev. 
Margaret Coleman, 143 N. 
Nichols Avenue, Yonkers 
NY 10701. Purpose: For any 
lawful act of activity.

Notice of formation of 156 
Grand LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 01/31/2019. 
Office location: Westchester 
County. The street address 
is 231 Cleveland Drive, Cro-
ton on Hudson, NY, 10520. 
Robin Schwamb has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom processes 
against it may be served. 
Robin Schwamb shall mail 
process served to: 156 
Grand LLC, 231 Cleveland 
Drive, Croton on Hudson, 
NY, 10520. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 

#7070 05/17 – 06/21

Notice of Formation of Thor-
nell Advisors  
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 5/8/2019. Office: West-
chester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to: LLC, 
20 Indian Hill Road, Rye, NY 
10580. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity. 

#7071 05/17 – 06/21

Notice of formation of HEAL 
Education Consultants, LLC 
Arts. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/16/2019. Office loca-
tion: Westchester. The street 
address is: 227 South First 
Avenue, Suite 3, Mount Ver-
non, NY 10550. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
served to: Susan Green, 227 
South First Avenue, Suite 3, 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

#7073 05/17 – 06/21

Notice of Formation of themi-
llenial LLC Art. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/29/19. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to: the 
LLC, 95 McKinley Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activ-
ity. 

#7072 05/17 – 06/21

Notice of formation of Jes-
sie’s Jungle, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
04/23/2019. Office: Brook-
lyn NY. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 304 N. Terrace Avenue 
Mt. Vernon NY. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

#7069 05/10 – 06/14

Notice of formation of Tig & 
Peach LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 4/2/2019. 
Office: Westchester County. 
SSNY designed as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC, 545 Fowler 
Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803. 
Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose.

Westchester’s best tasting water flows from 
faucets in Elmsford, according to an impar-
tial panel of pedestrians who sipped their way 
through the Westchester County Department 
of Health’s annual water taste test recently in 
White Plains.

One-hundred-and-thirteen people sampled 
water from nine of the county’s public water 
suppliers on Martine Avenue in White Plains 
and then voted for their favorite without know-
ing where it was from. This friendly annual 
competition promotes the excellent quality of 
Westchester tap water, and highlights the role of 
the health department in assuring drinking water 
quality.

“After drinking tap water from around the 
county today, I can tell you that Westchester wa-
ter tastes great, and we shouldn’t take this natu-
ral resource for granted,” said County Executive 
George Latimer. “It’s reassuring to know we 
have professionals working behind the scenes 
to maintain and assure the high quality of our 
drinking water.”

The Elmsford Water District will advance 
to a regional competition, and the regional 
champion will compete for statewide bragging 
rights at the Great New York State Fair in Syra-
cuse at the end of the summer. 

The experts say a good glass of water should 
be clean, crisp, clear and cool. The county health 
department and the water suppliers sample the 
waters routinely to ensure all quality standards 
are met. All contest participants meet all water 

quality standards.
The nine water suppliers who competed 

were: Cortlandt Consolidated Water District, El-
msford Water District, Greenburgh Water Dis-
trict No. 1, Mount Vernon Water Department, 
Peekskill Water Department, Suez Water West-
chester, Inc., White Plains Water Supply and 
Yonkers Water Supply.

In 1974, Congress first enacted the Safe 
Drinking Water Act to protect public health by 
regulating public water systems. The federal En-
vironmental Protection Agency sets legal limits 
for more than 90 contaminants in public drink-
ing water supplies. These limits, as well as water 
testing schedules and methods that water sys-
tems must follow, are enforced in Westchester 
by the county health department. Water systems 
must routinely sample their water and provide 
the results to the health department for review. 
Health Department engineers and sanitarians 
take their own samples to assure drinking water 
in Westchester meets all sanitary standards. 

In cases when the water doesn’t measure 
up, the health department assures that custom-
ers are notified, and that the water is treated or 
remediation takes place to bring the water up 
to regulatory standards. The health department 
also reviews and approves any construction or 
replacement of tanks, pipes and water mains 
within the systems.           

For more information, contact the West-
chester County Department of Health at 914-
813-5000.

Elmsford Has Westchester’s 
Best Tasting Tap Water

Yonkers Arts Weekend will feature hun-
dreds of local, regional and international artists, 
including painters, photographers, performing 
artists and sculptors in four of the city’s most 
exciting cultural hotspots – the Downtown 
Yonkers Waterfront District, the Carpet Mills 
Arts District, Untermyer Gardens and the Hud-
son River Museum.  

Since its inception in 2014, YAW has cre-
ated a prominent arts district in the City of 
Yonkers, several city galleries have opened, 
and dozens of local and international renowned 
muralists and artists have contributed to the 
city’s downtown revival under the leadership 
of Mayor Mike Spano. The event attracts more 
than 10,000 visitors a year to city galleries, the 
Carpet Mills Arts District, Hudson River Mu-
seum and Untermeyer Gardens.

“Yonkers has secured its reputation as an 
artistic hub in the region and we are so excited 
to share that with residents and visitors each 
year during Yonkers Arts Weekend,” said May-
or Mike Spano. “Yonkers’ rich history, coupled 

with our thriving arts community, transforms 
the city – especially the historic waterfront dis-
trict – into a walkable museum. I’m thrilled we 
can bring this weekend to our community for a 
sixth consecutive year.”

Yonkers Arts Weekend is free and will 
showcase a wide range of artistic mediums, 
workshops, musical performances and guest 
appearances, including various pop-up galler-
ies in the Downtown Waterfront District; an Art 
Collector’s Expo at Sawyer Place (RXR Realty, 
45 Main St.), a new sector featuring emerging 
artists selling their artwork, while also encour-
aging art lovers to build an art collection; and 
the 16th annual YoHo Artist Open Studios at 
the historic Alexander Smith Carpet Mills, also 
known as the Carpet Mills Art District.

In addition: music at Untermyer Gardens, 
courtesy of the Untermyer Performing Arts 
Council; free admission all weekend at Hudson 
River Museum, including the annual Kite Fes-
tival (not including the planetarium); and ap-
pearance from Skeery Jones from Z100 Radio, 
courtesy of Generation Yonkers.

For more information, visit YonkersArts-
Weekend.com or email YonkersArtsWeek-
end@gmail.com.

Yonkers Arts 
Continued from Page 1

Weekend Events 
At County Parks 

There are a number of events scheduled this 
weekend at Westchester County parks and nature 
centers. 

On Saturday, May 18, Muscoot Farm on 
Route 100 in Somers will host a blacksmith work-
shop from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Make your own items 
in the farm’s blacksmith shop with Master Black-
smith Bill Fitzgerald. For ages 18 and older. Regis-
tration and fee are required at 914-864-7286.

Also Saturday at Muscoot Farm, a story and 
craft program will take place from 1 to 2 p.m. Hear 
a story and make a craft to take home. There is a 
$5 per-person fee.

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memo-
rial on Route 35 in Somers will host a plant sale 
and garden show from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day. Annuals, plants, shrubs and trees will be sold, 
as well as crafts, garden items and refreshments.

From noon to 8 p.m. Saturday at Playland 
Park in Rye will be Police Appreciation Day, when 
police with identification ride free; families pay 
$20 for all-day rides. For more information, visit 
playlandpark.org or call 914-813-7010.

Also on Saturday, the Trailside Nature Mu-
seum at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation on Routes 
35 and 121 South in Cross River will host a vernal 
pool exploration at 1 p.m. Put on your waterproof 
boots and explore these important woodland pools 
with dip nets to discover the creatures within. Meet 
at the end of Michigan Road for a short hike to the 
pool. 914-864-7322.

The Marshlands Conservancy on Boston Post 
Road in Rye will host a volunteer work project to 
spread gravel on hiking trails Saturday from 1 to 
3 p.m. This is great for service credit hours. Bring 
work gloves; hand tools will be provided. 914-835-
4466.

From 1 to 2:30 p.m., the Cranberry Lake Pre-

serve on Old Orchard Street in North White Plains 
will host a pond exploration. Use dip nets to get 
up close and personal with the aquatic critters that 
inhabit the pond and learn all about them. 914-428-
1005.

On Sunday, May 19, the Marshlands Conser-
vancy in Rye will host “Spring Bird Migration: 
On the Move” from 7:30 to 9 a.m. It’s mid-way 
through migration season and the bird activity is 
hopping. Bring binoculars. 914-835-4466.

Also Sunday at the conservancy, make faery 
houses from 2 to 3:30 p.m.

From 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sunday at Mus-
coot Farm in Somers there will be a farmers’ mar-
ket. Local farmers offer a variety of produce and 
food goods every Sunday through October. 914-
864-7282.

Also on Sunday, the Bronx River Parkway 
will be closed from White Plains to Yonkers for 
Bicycle Sundays, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bike, jog, 
ride, walk or skate the parkway from the West-
chester County Center in White Plains to Scarsdale 
Road in Yonkers, a 13-mile round trip. 914-995-
4050.

A Polish heritage celebration is scheduled 
from noon to 6 p.m. Sunday at Kensico Dam Plaza, 
1 Bronx River Parkway, Valhalla, including music 
and entertainment, crafts and food vendors. 914-
231-4033.

From 1 to 3 p.m., the Croton Point Nature 
Center in Croton-on-Hudson will present “Na-
tive Americans of the New York Area,” featuring 
a discussion about the original New Yorkers, from 
12,000 years ago to the arrival of the Dutch in 
1609, by author Scott Kostiw. 914-862-5927.

For more information about Westchester 
County parks and nature centers, visit parks.west-
chestergov.com.
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By Stanley Popovich
Some people have a diffi cult time in manag-

ing their depression. Sometimes, their depression 
and fears can get the best of them. Following is a 
short list of techniques that a person can use to help 
manage their depression.

* One of the ways to manage your depression 
is to challenge your negative thinking with positive 
statements and realistic thinking. When encounter-
ing thoughts that make your fearful or depressed, 
challenge those thoughts by asking yourself ques-
tions that will maintain objectivity and common 
sense. 

For example, you’re afraid that if you do not 
get that job promotion you will be stuck at your 
job forever. This depresses you; however, your 
thinking in this situation is unrealistic. The fact of 
the matter is there all are kinds of jobs available 
and just because you don’t get this job promotion 
doesn’t mean you will never get one. In addition, 
people change jobs all the time, and you always 
have that option of going elsewhere if you are un-
happy at your present location.

* Some people get depressed and have a dif-
fi cult time getting out of bed in the morning. When 
this happens, a person should take a deep breath 
and try to fi nd something to do to get their mind off 
the problem at hand. A person could take a walk, 
listen to some music, read the newspaper or do an 
activity that will give them a fresh perspective on 
things. Doing something will get your mind off 
the problem and give you confi dence to do other 
things.

* Sometimes, we can get depressed over a 
task that we will have to perform in the near future. 
When this happens, visualize yourself doing the 
task in your mind. 

For instance, you and your team have to play 

in the championship volleyball game in front of a 
large group of people in the next few days. Before 
the big day comes, imagine yourself playing the 
game in your mind. Imagine that you’re playing in 
front of a large audience. By playing the game in 
your mind, you will be better prepared to perform 
for real when the time comes. Self-visualization is 
a great way to reduce the fear and stress of a com-
ing situation.

* Another technique that is very helpful is to 
have a small notebook of positive statements that 
makes you feel good. Whenever you come across 
an affi rmation that makes you feel good, write 
it down in a small notebook that you can carry 
around with you in your pocket. Whenever you 
feel depressed, open up your notebook and read 
those statements.

Take advantage of the help that is available 
around you. If possible, talk to a professional who 
can help you manage your fears and anxieties. He 
or she will be able to provide you with additional 
advice and insights on how to deal with your cur-
rent problem. By talking to a professional, a person 
will be helping themselves in the long run because 
they will become better able to deal with their 
problems in the future. 

Managing your fears and anxieties takes prac-
tice; the more you practice, the better you will be-
come.

The techniques that I have just covered are 
some basic ways to manage your depression, but 
your best bet is to get some help from a profes-
sional.

Stan Popovich is the author of “A Layman’s 
Guide to Managing Fear Using Psychology, 
Christianity and Non Resistant Methods.” Read 
a reviews of his book at http://www.managingfear.
com.

Do you believe that stroke only happens 
to the elderly? Don’t be fooled. Stroke affects 
people of all ages, genders and races. About 
800,000 people in the United States have a 
stroke every year, with about three in four be-
ing fi rst-time strokes. The American Stroke 
Association, a division of the American Heart 
Association, wants people to know their risk 
for stroke, prevention steps, and stroke symp-
toms.

Stroke Among Women  
More women than men have strokes each 

year, in part because women live longer. Each 
year in the U.S., about 55,000 more women 
than men have a stroke. After stroke, women 
often have greater disability than men. 

Women have unique risk factors for 
stroke such as high blood pressure, migraine 
with aura, atrial fi brillation, diabetes, depres-
sion and emotional stress. Women who are 
already at risk of stroke should take extra pre-
cautions when using oral birth control pills. 
Get screened for high blood pressure before 
the pill is prescribed. Smoking while taking 
oral contraceptives increases heart attack and 
stroke risk.

Stroke is a rare but potentially devastating 
occurrence during pregnancy and the postpar-
tum period. Stroke affects 34 pregnant women 
out of 100,000, compared to 21 women out 
of 100,000 who are not pregnant. About 6 to 
10 percent of pregnant women develop pre-
eclampsia, a dangerous spike in blood pres-
sure that occurs late in pregnancy. Preeclamp-
sia doubles the risk for stroke and quadruples 
the risk for high blood pressure later in life.

Women with a history of preeclampsia 
should be screened and treated for high blood 
pressure, obesity, smoking and high choles-
terol to reduce their risk for stroke, according 
to the fi rst guidelines from the American Heart 
Association for preventing stroke in women 
released in May 2018.

Another study, presented in February at 
the American Stroke Association’s Interna-
tional Stroke Conference, found that women 
who are pregnant or postpartum have three 
times the risk of intracerebral hemorrhage – 
bleeding in the brain – compared to when they 
are not pregnant or postpartum. Those who 
had a stroke were more likely to have a history 
of preeclampsia, diabetes and a coagulation 
disorder. Black and Asian women also had a 
higher risk compared to white women.

The overall rate of intracerebral hemor-
rhage during the pregnancy and postpartum 
period was 8.1 per 100,000 deliveries com-
pared to 2.5 per 100,000 patients during the 
control period. The risk of stroke was highest 
during the third trimester and the fi rst 12 weeks 
after giving birth. More research is needed to 
study this issue and develop treatment plans.  

Another study showed that stroke risk 
was fi ve times more likely in women who 
have bladder infection, pneumonia or sep-
sis infections at the time of delivery. These 
women should be counseled about the signs 
and symptoms of stroke, such as severe head-
ache, vision changes, speech diffi culty or sud-
den weakness, and the need to seek immedi-
ate medical attention if they experience these 
symptoms, researchers said.

Stroke Among People of Color  

Non-Hispanic black people have nearly 
twice the risk for a fi rst-ever stroke as whites, 
and a much higher death rate from stroke. 
African-Americans are more likely to suffer a 
stroke at a younger age. Among people age 45 
to 64, non-Hispanic black people are two to 
three times more likely to have a stroke com-
pared to whites. 

Diabetes increases stroke risk at all ages. 
African-Americans, Hispanics/Latinos and 
other ethnic minorities bear a disproportionate 
burden of diabetes in the U.S. Free diabetes re-
sources are available at the new https://know-
diabetesbyheart.org website.

Pediatric Stroke  
Sadly, children are not immune to stroke. 

Black children in the U.S. have more than two 
times the risk of stroke compared to white 
children. Maternal health and pregnancies 
are normal in most perinatal stroke cases. 
Children with congenital heart disease have 
19 times the risk of stroke. Abnormal heart 
valves, sickle cell disease or infections can 
cause pediatric stroke.

Prevention  
Up to 80 percent of strokes can be pre-

vented by not smoking, making healthy food 
choices, getting enough physical activity 
(150 minutes weekly), maintaining a healthy 
weight, and treating conditions such as high 
blood sugar, high cholesterol and high blood 
pressure. What’s good for heart health is good 
for the brain health.

Nothing causes more strokes than uncon-
trolled high blood pressure. Of the 116.4 mil-
lion people in the U.S. who have high blood 
pressure, fewer than half have it under control, 
putting them at increased risk of stroke. Low-
ering your blood pressure by just 20 points 
could cut your risk of dying from a stroke by 
half. 

A good blood pressure should be less than 
120/80.

know the Signs of a Stroke  
Recognizing a stroke emergency is key 

to getting life-saving medical attention – ev-
ery minute matters. For stroke, someone other 
than the patient makes the decision to seek 
treatment 66 percent of the time. Knowing the 
acronym F.A.S.T. to remember the most com-
mon signs of stroke can help save a life or pre-
vent long-term disability.

F – Face drooping. Does one side of the 
face droop or is it numb? Ask the person to 
smile. Is the person’s smile uneven?

A – Arm weakness. Is one arm weak or 
numb? Ask the person to raise both arms. Does 
one arm drift downward?

S – Speech diffi culty. Is speech slurred? 
Is the person unable to speak or hard to un-
derstand? Ask the person to repeat a simple 
sentence, like “The sky is blue.”

T – Time to call 9-1-1. If someone shows 
any of these symptoms, even if the symptoms 
go away, call 9-1-1 and get to a hospital imme-
diately. (Check the time so you’ll know when 
the fi rst symptoms appeared.)

Through the American Stroke Associa-
tion’s Together to End Stroke initiative, pa-
tients and caregivers can fi nd information to 
prevent, treat and beat stroke. For more in-
formation, visit www.StrokeAssociation.org/
StrokeMonth.  

The Mount Vernon Public Library budget of 
$4.7 million for the 2019-20 budget year passed 
by a vote of 281 to 75 during a public referendum 

May 7. The library’s Board of Trustees met May 
9 to host a special meeting to accept the election 
results.

Techniques to 
Manage Depression 

Mt. Vernon 
Library Budget Passes 

Hep A Exposure in Mt. Kisco
The Westchester County Health Depart-

ment is extending its recommendation to get 
a Hepatitis A vaccine to anyone who ate at 
Winston restaurant in Mount Kisco on May 2 
and 3. The additional two exposure dates were 
added after health department staff interviewed 
restaurant workers as part of their disease in-
vestigation.

Recently, the health department gave 78 
people a Hepatitis A vaccine after learning that 
an employee with Hepatitis A worked while 
infectious. Anyone who was at the restaurant 
from April 17 through May 3 may have been 
exposed.

Preventive treatment is only effective if 
given within two weeks of the last day of ex-
posure.  Anyone who was at the restaurant 
from April 17 to April 23 and has not yet been 
vaccinated is outside the period for preventive 
treatment and should contact their health care 
provider if they develop symptoms.

No one who had two Hepatitis A vaccines 
or Hepatitis A infection needs to be treated.  

“I urge anyone who is eligible for treatment 
to get a Hepatitis A vaccine,” said Dr. Sherlita 
Amler, commissioner of health. “There are no 
special medications used to treat a person once 

symptoms appear, but Hepatitis A transmis-
sion to others can be prevented through proper 
handwashing. And a second Hepatitis A vac-
cine will provide lifetime protection.”

Hepatitis A is transmitted by consuming 
food or drinks or by using utensils that have 
been handled by an infected person. It may also 
be spread from person to person by ingesting 
something that has been contaminated with the 
stool of a person with Hepatitis A. Casual con-
tact, such as sitting together, does not spread 
the virus.

Hepatitis A is generally a mild illness 
whose symptoms include fatigue, fever, poor 
appetite, abdominal pain, diarrhea, dark urine, 
light colored stool, and jaundice, which is the 
yellowing of the skin and whites of the eyes. 
Not everyone infected with Hepatitis A will 
have all of its symptoms. 

Symptoms commonly appear within 28 
days of exposure, with a range of 15 to 50 days. 
Preventive treatment is only effective within 
two weeks of exposure to the virus, but symp-
toms typically do not appear until a person has 
had the virus for a few weeks. The illness is 
rarely fatal and most people recover in a few 
weeks without any complications.

Choir Festival & Concert
The Church of St. James the Less in Scars-

dale will present a choir festival and concert Satur-
day, May 18 at 7 p.m. at 10 Church Lane, featuring 
the choral masterworks of Fauré and Vierne. 

The choir is made up of singers from the 

greater Westchester area with a core of profession-
al section leaders. Matthew Lewis conducts this 
program, with David Enlow on organ.

There is no admission charge for this event, 
but a suggested donation of $20 is encouraged.

Know Your Risk for Stroke 
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teachers, but they are doing everything on a 
shoestring. These kids deserve better than this 
school, which is over 100 years old, if we are 
going to compete on the world stage.”

Klobuchar has presented a $1 trillion in-
frastructure plan to help rebuild roads, railroads 
and public building including schools as a key 
part of her presidential campaign. She plans to 
pay for it by reversing the Trump tax cuts.

“The infrastructure plan that I’ve intro-
duced places a major emphasis on schools,” she 
said. “I spent an hour with these kids, who are 
our future. All of these immigrant kids are suc-
ceeding against all odds, and that’s the lesson I 
take away from being in Yonkers; immigrants 
don’t diminish America, they are America. 
These kids deserve better.”

Klobuchar is currently in seventh place in 
the polls, behind Joe Biden, Bernie Sanders, 
Kamala Harris, Elizabeth Warren and Pete But-
tegig.

Klobuchar also visited School 9 in Yonkers, 
another aging elementary school, before hold-
ing a Town Hall meeting organized by AFT and 
the Yonkers Federation of Teachers at Yonkers 
Middle/High School. Joining Klobuchar on the 
tour was Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano, YPS Su-
perintendent Dr. Edwin Quezada, Gorton High 
School Principal William Shaggura, School 9 
Principal Dr. Robert Vicuna, and YFT President 
Samantha Rosado-Ciriello.

Yonkers Public Schools has submitted a $2 
billion Rebuild Yonkers Schools program, in-

cluding a Phase I of $523 million. Yonkers says 
it hopes Gov. Andrew Cuomo and state legisla-
tors will increase the state reimbursement for 
capital improvements and schools construction.

“What troubles me the most is that school 
infrastructure is not part of the national conver-
sation, with you being the exception,” Quezada 
told Klobuchar.

AFT President Randi Weingarten added, 
“We need the help of the federal government to 
focus on school infrastructure…  just like what 
(President) Eisenhower did with roads.” We-
ingarten is holding a presidential endorsement 
process for the AFT’s 1.7 million members, 
including the 2,000 Yonkers teachers and YFT 
members.

Klobuchar also included school safety as 
part of her Westchester visit, and discussed the 
bipartisan bill she passed with former republican 
U.S. Sen. Orin Hatch, which increased school 
safety after the Parkland, Fla., school shootings.

Klobuchar was wise to be the first Demo-
cratic presidential hopeful to visit Westches-
ter, and Yonkers, which has a deep history of 
presidential candidate visits. Presidents John 
F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon campaigned in 
Yonkers, as did 2016 candidate Hillary Clinton 
during her campaign.

Clinton, who lives in Chappaqua, won 
Westchester by a 65 to 31 percent margin over 
Donald Trump in 2016, and won New York State 
by a 59 to 37 percent margin, with Libertarian 
Gary Johnson getting 2 percent in Westchester 
and Green Party candidate Jill Stein receiving 
1 percent. Whoever is the republican nominee 
can expect the same type of margin of victory, 
in deep Democratic Westchester and New York. 

2020 Prez
Continued from Page 1

Upcoming Programs at 
St. Paul’s Historic Site 

Metro-North & Playland 
Kick Off Summer Season

“St. Paul’s Church and World War II” is 
scheduled Friday, May 17 at 3 p.m. Learn about 
the interesting and varied experiences of St. 
Paul’s parishioners who served in World War II, 
through a presentation by Captain Michael Cal-
lahan (ret.), U.S. Army, and a Park Ranger at St. 
Paul’s.  

A Memorial Day commemoration is sched-
uled Monday, May 27 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
There will be a brief recognition in the church at 
11 a.m., followed by a wreath-laying ceremony. 
A guided walking tour will recall the lives and 
service of soldiers interred in the historic cem-
etery, with an emphasis on World War II veterans. 
The event also features music and a special 2:30 
p.m. talk by historian Paul Gettler about the pre-
sentation of World War II in American movies.

On Friday, June 7 at 3 p.m., enjoy a perfor-

mance of music by Intuition Quartet, co-featur-
ing originals, blues, bossa nova and pop music 
played by Pam Sklar on flute, Hope Berkeley on 
harmonica, Irene Maher on guitar and lead vo-
cals, and Joan Indig on bass and lead vocals.

Allison Meier, a Brooklyn-based writer on 
the arts, history and nature will explores the his-
tory of life and mortality in early New York, par-
ticularly related to how and where a person was 
interred, Saturday, June 8 at 1 p.m. A crafts dem-
onstration will recreate the practice of colonial 
gravestone carving. Then, enjoy a special 2:30 
p.m. performance by Kathryn Jones on the 1830 
Erben pipe organ.    

St. Paul’s Church National Historic Site is 
located at 897 S. Columbus Ave., Mt. Vernon. 
Call 914-667-4116 or visit www.nps.gov/sapa for 
more information. 

Take a spin on the carousel, stroll along the 
boardwalk, bring the family, bring a friend…
What better way to spend a summer day than at 
Rye Playland Amusement Park?  

Metro-North Railroad is offering custom-
ers a special travel and discounted ticket deal to 
Playland Park, which opened to the public May 
11 and is located within easy reach from the 
Rye train station. With nearly 7,000 packages to 
Playland sold last year, it’s one of the railroad’s 
most popular getaway destinations. 

“I’m delighted that Metro-North will con-
tinue offering this getaway deal to Rye Playland 
to our customers,” said Catherine Rinaldi, Met-
ro-North Railroad president. “Metro-North is 
so much more than a commuter railroad; it pro-

vides direct, safe and economical travel to some 
of the best tourist attractions, scenic venues and 
cultural destinations in our region.”

The cost from Grand Central Terminal/
Harlem-125th Street to the park is $45.75 for 
adults and includes rail, rides admission and a 
round-trip MetroCard; $33.50 for seniors, per-
sons with disabilities and individuals receiving 
Medicare and includes rail and rides admission; 
$27.50 for children age 5 to 11 and includes 
rail, rides admission and round-trip MetroCard; 
and $20 for children age 3 and 4 and includes 
rail and Kiddyland Rides admission. Children 
2 and younger are admitted free with limited 
Kiddyland Rides admission (must ride with a 
ride-paying adult).  

mored to be redistricted, with the next census in 
2020 to include more of Mt. Vernon and more 
democratic voters. 

Recently, Tubiolo held a joint event with 
Democratic State Sen. Alessandra Biaggi. The 
event, hosted by the Fleetwood Neighborhood 
Association,  was a chance, as FNA President 
Mike Justino said, “for government to work 
closely with neighborhood associations.  I’m 
thankful to both Legislator Tubiolo and Sen. 
Biaggi for reaching out to us and making this 
meeting a success,” he said. 

The issues addressed by the two local law-
makers include the arts, the state and county 
budgets, campaign finance reform, education, 
empowerment, affordable housing, infrastruc-
ture, Memorial Field, the opioid epidemic, se-
nior citizens, Scout Field, small businesses, 
social justice reform, the STAR program, taxes, 
veterans, voter reform, youth and more. 

“The most important part of serving as an 
elected official is being in the community and 
discussing the issues with my constituents,” said 
Biaggi. “As their elected representative, I need 
to know what issues are most important to them. 
I am committed to working with County Legis-
lator Tubiolo and the City of Mount Vernon to 
address all of our constituents’ needs. I thank 
Legislator Tubiolo for partnering with me in 
these efforts.  I also thank the Fleetwood Neigh-
borhood Association and the Fleetwood Citizens 
Society for ensuring a strong turnout and mak-
ing this event a success. Most of all I thank all 
the residents who attended and participated in 
this Town Hall meeting.” 

Tubiolo thanked the Senator for co-spon-
soring the meeting. “I am proud to have Sen. 
Biaggi as a partner in government, representing 
our unique and beautiful Fleetwood neighbor-
hood and for her courage and hard work in Al-
bany on our behalf,” he said.

Democratic and Republican legislators 
in different levels of government do hold joint 
meetings with their constituents, but those meet-
ings are  becoming fewer and fewer for several 
reasons. First, there are fewer elected republi-
cans in Westchester to have joint meetings with. 

Second, the ideological differences be-
tween democrats, moving further to the progres-
sive left, and republicans, moving to the con-
servative right, have become larger and larger. 
Finally, President Donald Trump has only in-
flamed the partisanship between both parties, 
and elected officials. 

One exception is County Executive George 
Latimer, who continues to have coffees with 
constituents and republican legislators and has 
tried to work in a bipartisan manner – as he has 
throughout his political career. 

But Tubiolo’s joint appearance with a 
newly elected progressive legislator did raise a 
few eyebrows, as did his comment that he was 
“proud to partner with Biaggi.”

Recently, several votes and issues before 
the County Board did not have  Tubiolo either 
voting with or commenting with his three repub-
lican colleagues. The debate over the future of 
Playland and the GOP caucus’ rebuke of county 
legislator Damon Maher for his public heated 
discussion with a county police officer, included 
the three other members of the GOP caucus – 
republicans Legislators John Testa and Gordon 
Burrows, with Legislator Margaret Cunzio, a 
conservative. 

Press statements given to the media from 
the republican BOL caucus also no longer in-

cluded Tubiolo.
More important, the rumors that Tubiolo 

was considering switching parties continued to 
fester both in the county office building in White 
Plains and in his hometown of Yonkers. Instead 
of stopping those rumors and refuting them, Tu-
biolo has not commented. 

Some republicans see the rift growing be-
tween Tubiolo and the three other members of 
the BOL minority, and a bond growing with 
democratic legislators. 

Most politicos in Yonkers and White Plains 
expect Tubiolo to make the switch after the No-
vember elections. But what angers republicans 
in Yonkers and White Plains is that Tubiolo is 
running for re-election as a republican, without 
democratic opposition. 

“He is using the resources of the republi-
can party to his advantage and then he’s going 
to jump ship? A lot of us aren’t happy with the 
way he is handling all of this,” said one county 
republican. 

Another Yonkers republican added: “Da-
vid had republicans collecting his signatures 
this year, when other Yonkers republicans were 
looking for some help. He wants all of the ben-
efits but then  he’s dropping the GOP like a hot 
potato?”

In Yonkers, Tubiolo does have democratic 
friends and supporters, including at least one 
ward leader. But the other oddity in all of this 
is that David Tubiolo’s father, Justin Tubiolo, is 
the Yonkers Republican Chairman. 

“If David switches parties, then his dad 
could be put in the situation where he has to put 
up a republican candidate for county board to 
run against his son,” said a Yonkers democratic 
leader. “I don’t think it will get to that, but I hear 
his dad isn’t thrilled about this.”

The situation with the Tubiolos is reminis-
cent of another situation with republican family 
members watching one of their clan switch par-
ties – the Spanos. Back in 2007, then-Assembly-
man Mike Spano switched parties, from repub-
lican to democrat. Spano’s brother Nick was a 
long-serving republican state senator and former 
chairman of the Westchester GOP, and his fa-
ther, Len, was a long-serving republican county 
legislator and county clerk. 

Former Westchester District Attorney Ja-
net DiFiore, who now serves as the chief judge 
of the New York State Court of Appeals, also 
switched parties from republican to democrat, 
also in 2007. 

So the upcoming decision by Tubiolo is 
not completely unusual, but it hasn’t happened 
in more than a decade in Westchester. But any 
losses by republicans on the county board turn 
the major opposition party in Westchester into a 
bit player in county government. 

“Now its 13-4, but if David switches parties 
and we lose Testa’s seat, its quickly 14-2,” said 
one prominent Westchester republican leader. 
“Gordon Burrows has a competitive election 
that he should win this time around, and Mar-
garet Cunzio (who is a registered conservative 
but caucuses with republicans) is popular in her 
district and should also hold on. But should we 
be happy with 14-2? How did we get to this?” 

Legislator Tubiolo declined to comment for 
this story, but also did not deny the rumors. And 
while most believe he certainly has the right to 
switch parties, and that it may be good politics, 
there are better ways to handle it. 

“David is now running with the support of 
the party and raising money as a republican. He 
will be elected in November as a republican, and 
then he will switch parties? What are his politi-
cal convictions? Where does he stand?” asked 
one county republican. 

The History 
Continued from Page 1

level astronomy course. He inspires me because 
not only is he an amazing teacher, but he is 
also an amazing person with such a kind heart. 
His genuine passion and excitement in what he 
teaches have motivated me to follow my pas-
sions in life. Because of his chemistry class, I 
want to study chemistry as my major in college. 
His joy for teaching and his positive, welcoming 
attitude always brings a smile to my face when I 
see him in the halls. Mr. Ward has inspired me to 
follow my dreams and my heart and to choose a 
career path that I love.”

Liana has taken four advance placement and 
college-level courses, is a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society and the National Math Honor 
Society, and is director and choreographer of the 
dance club at Sacred Heart.  

“I lead practices, coordinate rehearsals and 
choreograph all performances that the dance 
club does throughout the school year,” she said. 
“Outside of school, I take dance classes four to 
five days a week in a variety of dance styles, in-
cluding tap, jazz, modern and lyrical  I also com-
pete in dance competitions throughout the year 
with my dance teams.” 

Liana applied to Manhattanville College, 
Adelphi University, Rutgers University, the Col-
lege of Mount St. Vincent, Montclair University 
and Hofstra University, and will be attending 
Manhattanville College, where she plans to pur-
sue a double-major in dance and chemistry.

Her future goals include gaining her M.D. 
in chemistry and also becoming a professional 
dancer.  

“I hope to either become a commercial 

dancer or become a member of a modern dance 
company,” said Acevedo. “As I exit high school 
and embark on a new journey into college, I want 
to tell my classmates that the world is theirs for 
the taking. To the graduating Class of 2019 at 
Sacred Heart High School, I wish you all the 
best in your future endeavors. Follow your heart, 
seize opportunities, and do not be afraid to go 
after what you want in life. With hard work and 
dedication, you can accomplish anything you set 
your mind to.”

Sacred Heart’s 2019 salutatorian is Karl 
Muller, who will graduate with a 100.97 GPA. 
He said his favorite course is astronomy because 
of his teacher, Christopher Ward, “who always 
gives us challenging topics that we have to fig-
ure out ourselves while he guides us. I like the 
subject matter and teaching style Mr. Ward uses 
I always wanted to work hard in his class,” said 
Muller. “Mr. Ward inspired me to do my best.”

Karl is currently taking college level pre-
calculus, English and astronomy. He is a member 
of the National Honor Society at Sacred Heart, 
which “makes me feel part of something and al-
lows me to help others who might be struggling.”

Muller applied to Pace University, Manhat-
tan College, New York Institute of Technology 
and Adelphi University, and will be attending 
Adelphi in the fall, with the future goal of be-
coming a data scientist or software engineering 
and start his own company.

“The transition from grade school to high 
school was a bit difficult – it was harder than I 
expected so I knew I had to step up my study-
ing,” said Karl, who offered young students 
this advice: “No matter how hard life might 
get, always look at all those who got you here 
and everything you have and keep moving for-
ward.”

Sacred Heart 
Continued from Page 1

a 6.2 percent property tax increase. Two re-
publican councilmembers, Anthony Merante 
and John Rubbo, want a 0 percent tax increase 
this year.  

“I want to help the schools, and the mayor 
gave them an additional $12 million, without 
any commitment from the state for additional 
funding,” said Merante. “For me, this year’s 
tax increase has to be 0 percent. If we have to 
cut then we have to keep cutting the budget. 
The city and the Board of Education cannot 
control their payrolls. Last year, we raised 
taxes by 6 percent to make sure the city side 
of the budget was good for a couple of years. I 
can’t see another tax increase after last year.”

Rubbo added: “I want to see us start at a 0 
percent tax increase, as well. We went for a 6 
percent tax increase in the last budget, which 
under the cost of living should have been able 
to get us through three years, but here we are 
again looking at a 3.93 percent tax increase. 
In politics, it’s all about negotiation and com-
promise, so let’s come to the table and work 
with the other councilmembers and the mayor 
to see where we can end up, making sure that 
we take care of our schools and take care of 
the city. I think the mayor has proposed a fair 
budget but I think we can get the tax increase 
lower and closer to 0 with some discussions.” 

City Council President Mike Khader told 
Yonkers Rising that he wants to let the budget 
process run its course before making a deci-
sion on the mayor’s proposed budget. 

“While I haven’t made up my mind yet on 
this year’s budget, increasing the city’s main-
tenance of effort for the Board of Education is 
doable, as long as there’s some real oversight 
on how this money’s spent,” he said.

Khader appears to be the critical fourth 
vote on the council to approve the budget, 
with the three other council democrats – Ma-
jority Leader Michael Sabatino and Council-
women Corazon Pineda-Isaac and Shanae 
Williams – supporting the mayor’s budget. 

Council Minority Leader Mike Breen 
said last month that he is looking to get the 
tax increase a bit lower than the proposed 3.93 
percent. Indications are that the mayor and his 
staff are open to a compromise of some new 
proposed job additions on the city side of the 
budget, and a lower property tax increase. If 
the council and mayor were to agree.

The City Council heard from YPS Super-
intendent Dr. Edwin Quezada, who reviewed 
his proposed budget with the council. Quezada 
has proposed a $645 budget with 106 job cuts. 

A $17 million hole in the YPS budget 
has been reduced to $12 million because the 
city will bond for the $5 million cost of new 
books. It does not appear that there is support 
for additional city funding to go YPS, and  
there has been no indication of any additional 
funding coming from New York State. 

While a budget plan is supposed to be 
reached by the end of May, the mayor and the 
council can continue to negotiate into June 
and wait for the State Legislature to recess to 
see if additional state funds are coming. City 
tax bills have to go out in July, so the drop-
dead date for a city budget is July 1. 

Councilmembers Want
Continued from Page 1

View your favorite paper online! Visit 
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Send your story ideas, photos, 
announcements and upcoming events to us 

at dmurphy@rising mediagroup.com

Mayor Spano’s Bike Drive 
Disperses Dozens of Bikes 

D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            
* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                
* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        
* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org
* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or 

financial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley

There are children in our community without the help of a 
caring adult. If you, or someone you know, is interested in 
finding out more, call 2-1-1 or visit www.uwwp.org/foster.shtml 
for more information.

KIDS 
BE 
KIDS
Become a Foster Parent.

ABUSED by CLERGY
in NEW YORK? 

Begin your journey of healing today. Contact us 
now about the NEW YORK CHILD VICTIMS ACT.

If you are a survivor of child sexual abuse, New York  
law allows you to take action against the perpetrator  

and institution that protected him or her. 

If you are a survivor of child sexual abuse, New York 

NEW LAW! ACT NOW.

57 West 57th Street, 3rd Floor  
New York, NY 10019646-493-1850

Special Funding Programs For NecessaryHome 
Improvements Are Now Available, Apply Today.

Contact us today and our highly knowledgeable team 
will be able to help discover the available funding 
programs that will best  t you and your needs.

Roo ng | Windows | Siding | Insulation | Walk-In Tubs

Photo by Donna Davis. L-R: HRCA President Barbara Smith, honoree Cynthia Miller and 
Congressman Eliot Engel.

Photo by Donna Davis. The Yonkers Bike Club, with some members dressed in orange, accept an HRCA Community Service Award, with Mayor Mike Spano, Congressman Eliot Engel, State 
Sen. Shelley Mayer, Councilwoman Shanae Williams, Council Majority Leader Michael Sabatino, Councilman Anthony Merante, Assemblyman Nader Sayegh and HRCA members.

The Hudson River Community Association 
of Northwest Yonkers celebrated  41 years of com-
munity service at its annual Community Service 
Awards Dinners-Dance on May 10 at Riverview. 

Friends and supporters gathered and were 
welcomed by Karen Schullere, mistress of cer-
emonies, and by HRCA President Barbara Smith, 
who spoke about the importance of having 
“watchers” in the community to make sure the 
proper balance between development and main-

taining green space and a healthy Hudson River 
is met.

For 2019, HRCA honored the following wor-
thy Yonkers community members and organiza-
tions: Captain Emil Cavorti, First Deputy Chief 
Tim Hodges, Cynthia Miller, PCNYinthestreets 
and The Yonkers Bike Club. 

Music was provided by Lou Vega and Party-
tyme Entertainment. Visit hudsonrivercommuni-
tyassociation.org for more information.

Mayor Mike Spano and the Yonkers Police 
Department’s Community Affairs Division pre-
sented dozens of  bikes and hundreds of books 
to the students at Westchester School for Special 
Children this week. Since it was launched in 2012, 
more than 350 bikes, helmets and other equip-

ment have been collected for the Mayor Mike’s 
Bike Drive. Since 2016, YPD has donated more 
than 15,000 books to the children of the City of 
Yonkers for its Need to Read program. If you are 
interested in donating, contact YPD’s Community 
Affairs Division at 914-377-7375.

Hudson River Community Assoc. Bestows Service Awards

A  Yonkers police offi cer gives a bike to a happy customer.



In a ribbon-cutting ceremony scheduled 
this week, Carpet Mills Arts District and Mayor 
Mike Spano are prepared to reveal the latest 
contribution to Yonkers’ art scene. A larger-
than-life street art mural painted by YOHO art-
ists Jose Gonzalez, Patricia Santos and Nancy 
Mendez will be presented to the public just in 

time for Yonkers Arts Weekend.  
The inaugural mural is situated in “Arts Al-

ley,” which is located behind one of the YOHO 
Artist Studios’ buildings at 540 Nepperhan Ave., 
and depicts the profi le of a man in a headdress 
that transforms into a free-fl owing, colorful 
scene of leaves, fl owers and swirling shapes. 

The area surrounding Arts Alley has a 
unique opportunity to convert an expansive set 
of walls into canvases. The goal is to continue 
with the creation of these street art masterpieces, 
with an eventual result much like the popular 
Wynwood attraction in Miami.

For more information visit Yohoartists.org.
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Open Mon-Fri: 9a-6p 
Sat 10a-5p & by Appt.

401 Ward Ave
 Mamaroneck NY

License: WC05441-H93 Paul & Liz Bookbinder

Custom Cabinet Refacing
& Kitchen•Bath  Remodeling 

w w w . D r e a mWo r k K i t c h e n s . c o m

CUSTOM WALL UNITS
LIBRARIES & MORE!

Granite • Cambria • Viatera• Caesarstone 
Over the past 22 years we have over 

2,392 completely satisfied customers!

914-777-0437
Serving Westchester • New York City • SW Connecticut

Bathrooms & Fine Cabinetry

Traditional and
Eco-Friendly Remodeling

The State Senate on May 13 honored the life 
and passing of Leonard Spano, devoted husband, 
father and former Westchester County clerk and 
legislator. A resolution was sponsored by Major-
ity Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and State Sen. 
Shelley Mayer.  

Spano served on the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators from 1971 to 1993, and as 
county clerk from 1993 to 2005. He raised 16 chil-
dren with his wife, Josephine, including current 
Mayor of the City of Yonkers and former Assem-
bly member Mike Spano, and former State Sen. 

and Assemblyman Nick Spano.
The late Spano is remembered for his work 

ethic, devotion to his family and keen political in-
stincts.

“Leonard Spano was a proud public servant 
who served the residents of Westchester for over 
three decades as county legislator and as county 
clerk,” said Stewart-Cousins. “He built a legacy 
that has helped inspire a generation of children, 
including his own, to become public servants. I am 
proud to have helped advance a Senate resolution 
recognizing Leonard Spano for his decades of pub-

lic service. 
“Leonard Spano was a dedicated son of 

Yonkers, and the best way to honor his legacy is 
to continue his commitment to our city and all of 
Westchester. I want to especially recognize Leon-
ard’s wife and partner, Josephine, and thank her for 
sharing Leonard with the people of Westchester.”

Mayer said she was pleased to sponsor a reso-
lution commemorating the life of Spano. 

“Len was a formidable force in the political 
and civic life of Westchester County and the City 
of Yonkers,” she said. “He served in public offi ce 

for over 30 years, fi rst as a Westchester County 
legislator, then as Westchester County clerk. Along 
with his wife, Josephine, he raised a family of pub-
lic servants who continue to give back to the com-
munity. 

“As a fi rst-generation immigrant, Len knew 
the value of hard work. When fi rst running for pub-
lic offi ce, he would scrub his hands clean of oil 
marks from his job with the family business before 
going out door-knocking. Len’s story, and the blue-
collar dynasty story of the Spano family, is one of 
immigrant success.”

Members of the Spano family, including Mayor Mike Spano, Josephine Spano and former State Sen. Nick Spano, and State Sen. Shelley Mayer, with a resolution in Albany honoring the life 
and service of family patriarch Leonard Spano.

State Senate Honors Life of Service of Leonard Spano

On May 5, Councilwoman Corazon Pine-
da-Isaac, with the help and support of Raisa de 
la Cruz of Palisades Hair Design and its team 
of beauticians, were able to provide a compli-
mentary “Pre-Mother’s Day” event at the beauty 
salon for a group of well-deserving women who 
were nominated by various local organizations 
for this special treat.  

The women nominated have overcome 
many personal obstacles and used their time to-
gether to offer one another words of encourage-
ment and empowerment, and to remind them-
selves that above all else, time taken to refl ect 
on yourself is just as valuable as the time you 
dedicate to your families and your communities.  

Happy Mother’s Day to all.

City Councilwoman Corazon Pineda-Isaac celebrates Mother’s Day with Yonkers moms at 
Palisades Hair Design.

YOHO artists Jose Gonzalez, Patricia Santos and Nancy Mendez created a mural in time for 
Arts Weekend.

Happy Mother’s Day CMAD to Unveil 
Inaugural Mural 


